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REAL ESTATE GOSSIP.
The Early Oloing Movement in the

Beal Estate Offce.

THE NEW ASSESSMENT.

Senme Valable r Street Property O0red at
PUbase se DUurtg the POO5 Week - Ima-
psevemetet That Ame In Pregress In Vast-
eno ses er theacty.

TXH ASLi CLOSING
movement has reached
the real estate oBoes
and frog today until
September 1 next a

large number will be
elmed at 1 o'clock on

Saturdays. The banks
ela at 12 o'clock on

Saturday* all the year
around, while for two
or three years past
several of the largest
business establishments

have adopted for the summer ""On the
Saturday half holiday custom. it is ky that
thi holiday will be very generally observed in
this city Just W is the case now in New York
and in other large cities throughout the country.
The youngmn who are said to do the work

in the real estate e5es, so that the beses may
have time for refection, have made several at-
tempts to get earlier hours for closing, es-
peladlly during the warm weather. But for
cue resson or another they have never quite
suceeded. As they remain in the oBoes, the
dignilled representatives of the firms, during
the greatse part of the warm weather period it
would em 1t they could use their own
Judgment as tohow long they should keep the
ones open. But they never exercised their

t in this direction, but kept it appliedregular business channels, and now their
reward has coMe, and instead of securing re-
lease frm work one hour earlier they have a
whole half day. Thee bright young men no
doubt feel that somehow virtue is its own re-
ward, and a steady attention to business yields
not only an ample return in dollars and cents,
as the opy books maintain, but in this case a
weekly holiday season, which will no doubt be
thoroughly appreciated.

AUCTIoN SA..s OF rnosxnar.
Some valuable property fronting on F street

wasofered at public auction this weeL A
lare crowd attended and considerable interest
was manifested. The poporty was offered in
lo1, each having a frontage of sixteen and
twenty-two feet. The auctioneer was Mr.
Thomas I. Waggaman. the well-known real
estate broker, who continues the custom, which
ued to be general than is now is of, sell-

at publicmle as well as at privatesaE. h ggaman's methods as an auction-
O ese bles those employed in book sales in
Europe, where there i@ no attempt made "to
ry" the goods, as is the practice here. The

article to be sold is amply offered,
and the would-be buyers are expected
to do therest. Mr. Wagaman informed the
crowd what he had for sale and asked for a bid.
and who the bid did not reach the limit he
had set he offered the next piece of property.The su stion u a which this style of auc-

is beis that the people who at-
tend the male know the value of the article of-
fored and how much they are willing to give
and they do not need the persuasive or exciting
"cry" of the anctioneer to stimulate action.

TAR OrrRAS NOT ACCRTZA.
However, in this case no bid was hcepted.

The lighest prices offered was 017 per square
foot for one piece on F street. As is well
known. the property belonged to the estate of
the late Mrs. Stone. The residence oeeuple4
for so many years by Mrs. Stone on 14th street
just north of F street, together with the vacant
ound on each side, was offered on the same
y, but was not sold.

TUE NZW AMSsUWXT.
During the past week the board of assessors

completed their work of placing a taxable value
=n the real estate in the District and essed
their oficial existence. The result of their
labors is now in the hands of the clerks in the
AOe of the District asseor, and next Novem-
ber, when the celector IsUenes the tax bills for
the hdf year then expiring. thes valuations
will be the bash for the tax that the real estate
owners of the District will be called upon to
pay. While the details of their work is not
known, yet it is understood that the valuations
are much below those dxed by the former
board. The members of the late board are of
the opinion that their assesment will be gen-
erally accepted as fair and equitable. This
conclusion A not based on a confidence in the
infallible character of their work, but mainly
on the expressions of citizenswho have inquired
as to the assessment on particular pieces of
property and expressed their satisfacton with
the valuations fixed by the board.

TM SnooKLAND TowN MAi..
The suburban settlement of Brookland is

growiag so rapidly In population that the neces-
sity for.a public hail was felt to be Imperative.
A number of the residents, who are enterpris-
ing and progressive, some time ago organised
a stock company for the purpose of erecting a
suitable building of this character. The hail is
now completed and Is a structure of brick.
three atories high, occupying a site near the
railroad station, where this evidence of the
public spirit ot the citizens of this flourishing
suburban eter can be seen by that section of
the world 'which travels on,* the Metropolitan
branch of the Baltimore and Ohio railroad. The
building wtil not be exclusively used as a pub-lic hall. The lower etory has been planned to
be used for stores. The hail occupies the see-
ond story,and the third story will be used for
lodge rooms, for society meetings, Ac..

A ==An~lAD coMrA3Y's merr.DIxo.
The new building for the Atlantic Coast Line

effees, situated at the corner of 6th and Penn-
sylvania avenue northwest has been completed,
and Passnger Agent A. L. Reed has taken pos-
session of the new quarters. The builing Is
mx stories in height and has a frontage of
S3% feet on Pennsylvania avenue and 88 feet on
6th street. It Is firs proof and fitted with all
modern appliances conducive to comfort. The
building is heated by steam and provided with
electric elevator service. The exterior of the
building prssents a ratber pleasing 'combina-
tion. It Is composd of red sand stone and
selow brick. 1'etwo lower stories are of red

P'otommec atone, showing quarry face, while
above the general facing Is of yellow brick, re-
lieved by ornamental work in yellow terra
cotta. The Atlantic Coast Line will occupy the
lower floor. The architect was James 0.BIll
of this city. Mr. J. D. Ferguson of tlie Atlan-
tic Coast Liewas the superinsendent of con-
struction. The building itself cost about

ion nusrumse unoezs.
A business building has been erected at the

northeast corner of 7th and T streets by Dr. F.
H. Criawell. The first floor has been fitted up
for use as a drug store. The second and third
floors will be occupied for manufacturing pur-
poses. Mr. Gee. S. Cooper is the architect.

Two izw uousis.
Two houses will be erected by Mr. Williams

on 21st street between 0 and P streets. They
will each be twenty feet wide by sixty feet deep.
The fronts will be of pressed brick, enriched
with brown stone. The houses will each con-
tain ten rosand bath. A seial feature
will be the staircase in the reception hall. The
hail Is about 14x18 feet and the stairs are -oom-
modious and are broken by landings. Gleo. S.
Cooper is the architect.

A Distinguished ofleer.
Col. Ferdinand Lecomte of Switzerland, now

at Wiard's, Is one of the ablest critics and vo-
luminous writers on military affairs In Europe.
He Is the biographer of the renowned Jomini,
with whom he was on the most intimate terms.

Until his retirement from active service CoL.
Lecomte commanded the second army corps of
Switzerland and yet continues to edit the well-
known Revue Militair Suisee, founded nearly
half a century ago. CoL. Lecomte was In the
United States twice as military expert durng,
the cilD war, serving for a time on the etaf
of Gen. McClellan. lie now comes to attend
the graduation of his only son, who is well up
In the class of '98 at Wet Point and was ac-
corded the honor of entering there by spcal
act of Congress under President Cleveln's
first aministration.

Cenvieted of Emtbezstement.
In the Criminal Court, Justice McComas,

yesterday, Henry Davis, formerly a porter at
Seks', was convicted of the embezzlement of
615. 628.50 and 69.70 from hi. employers. A
notice of menas for new trial was given.

0 COMPANY WON.

E3OmM ofthe Cemsap tv,Drin of the High
scboel Cadets.

Company G of the High School Cadets won
2e prise banner last night at the exhibition
drill of the regiment of High school Cadets.
The drill, which commenced on Thursday
might at the Academy of Music, when ie com-
panies of the first battalion competed, was *on-
eluded last night by the drill of the companies
of the second battalion. As on the previous
night the attendence we very large. Four
companies competed. namely: E. F, G and H-
all of the second battalion. After several es-
leetions by the Marine Band, eomrany E, emn-
manded by Capt. Samuel C. Bedman, marched
on the stage in double 6le. It came to "com-
pany front," bnd after presenting arms pro-ceeded with the manual, both with and without
numbers. The company made a favorable im-
pression, and the drill was punctuated byrounds of a as The fring by company
was exoem,and it we hard to see how any
company could excel the exhibition.
When it was over the gallery broke out with

cheers, and the company yell was given with a
sest.
The friends of company H could hardly con-

tain themselves, and when, with Capt. C. C.
Clark at its head, it appeared there was a gen-eral outburst all over the house.

It wasacreditabledrill throughoutand showedcarajul training. There were several minor mis-
takes, however, and they counted against the
company.

THN WINNEns.

Company G come next. Capt. E. A. Shilling
steadied his boys in the wings and they marched
on the stage like veterans. They looked like
winners from the start, and every movement
was applauded. The manual was gne throughwith a precision that savored of regulars, and
the fixing and unxing of bayonets was well
nigh perfect.
Company F was the last to drill. Capt. D. M.

Edwards commanded and put his companythrough the manual with great credit. An un-
fortunate accident to one of the privates put it
practically out of the race.
The judges were Capt. Constantine Chase of

the fourth artillery.,U. S. A.; Lleut. B. C.
March of the third artillery, U. S. A., and
Lieut. Henry W. Whitney, fourth artillery, U.

. A. After the drilling they got together and
compared notes. It was the unanimous opinionthat 0 company had scored the most points,although the other companies were close up.Principal Lane of the Hign School, with the
prize flag, advanced to the footlights and in-
troduced Capt. Chase. The latter said the de-
cision had only been arrived at after a struple,
as it was a difliult matter to judge which com-
pany was most proficient. To 0 company,however, the judges had awarded the -prie.There was a terrille outburst of applause at the
announcement. Horns were blown, bells rungand the company cheer given again and again.

A HANDsONE TOPHT.
Capt. Shilling was sent for with his first ser-

geant, 0. K. Tralles. When they appeared
there was mor'e applause, and Capt. Chase,.not
waiting for silence, handed the fag to Capt.Shilling, who in turn passed it to Sergt. Tralles,
and the two marched off. Outside of the house
a crowd of G company was waiting, and, lifting
their captain to their shoulders, paraded the
streets. The fag won was first won in 1888 by
company A. The next year company D cap-tured the treasure, but had to give it up in
1890 to company C. The prize was captured in
1891 by company F, and the following year
company A again won it. The gag is made of
heavy white milk, with the words "Prize Com-
pany" in gold on one side and "H. 1. C." on

other. Attached to it are streamers on
which the winning companies are painted. The
flag will remain in the possession of company G
for one year, when it will be compated for
again.

TIE COMPANT.
The following is the roster of the winning

company:
Captain K. A. Shilling, First Lieut. B. P.

Shealey, Second Lieut. A. H. Warner. Ser-
geants-lat. 0. E. Tralles: 2d, H. C. Grant; 1d,

. A. W. McKeldin; 4th, C. Hall; 5th. B. C.
Davis. Corporals-R. K. Burnham, J. H. Heady,
J. 8. Rockwood, J. W. Steward, A. F. Skinner.
Privates-F. W. Albert. T. T. Apple, J. W. Bab-
son. K. M. Bishop. S. M. Bout.n, C. J. Brock,
H. L. Brown, E. J. Chase. E. B. Qecraw, D. C.
Fithian. R. L. French. N. Gapen, J. T. Graff.
J. J. Hill. H. R. Hummer, 0. L. Meigs W. E.
Paroon. R. R. Riordon, A. W. Shilling, W. W.
Simpson, F. R. Bites, 0. B. William, F. Yates.

EXCUBSIONS.

The Veteran Volunteer Firemen's Association
will give an excursion to Frederick, Md., June
7, on the occasion of the grand fireman's
parade and tournament. Trains leave B. and
0. depot at 8:15 o'clock. Tickets for sale by
members and at the depot on morning of the
day of the excursion.
The Violet Socials will give their fourth ex-

cursion to River View next Tuesday evening,
on the steamer Samuel J. Pentz, which will
make three trips on that day to accommodate
the friends of that popular organization.
A delightful place to spend a warm summer

day is under the trees at Cabin John bridge by
the side of the flowing river. To make such an
outing possible the steam launch Florence will
leave 32d street and the canal every Sunday at
9 a.m. and 3 p.m. The launch is also for char-
ter at reasonable rates.
The steamer Macalester has inaugurated her

popular summer tripe to Marshall Hall and In-
dian Head, which were such a success last season.
There ia music on board and dancing at the
hall. Parties can go to Marshall Hall on either
the Queen at 9:30 a.m., or the Macalester at 10
a.m. and 2 p.m. sharp, and thence to Indian
Head on the evening boat If desired.
The aerial favorite, Grace Shannon, is back

again at River View, and will resume her sensa-
tronal balloon ascensions and parachute jumps
tomorrow. The steamer Pents will make two
trips to this favorite resort.and, judging by the
crowds that she has carried down so far this
season, the success of the tripe is assured be-
yond a doubt.
The summer schedule of the Macalester te

Mount Verion includes a morning trip at 10
o clock. returning by 1:50 pm., and a second
leaving at 2p.m. agd returning at 5:30.
Then it's ho! for the green lawns of Marshall

Hall. with all its beauty of scenery and arti-
Siclal attractions. It Is a most delightful place
for excursions and picnics of all sorts. assall
true Washingtonians know right well. The
two steamers, River Queen and Macaleeter,
make a number of trips every day, so that
Sunday schools and excursion parties can be
accommodated in the most satisfactory manner.
For those persons who prefer to make their

pilgrimage to the tomb of Washington by land
the Washington, Alexandria and Mount Vernon
railroad offers every facility. The line runs
along the banks of the Potomac and through
the main streets of Alexandria, bringing Into
view all the historical places. Specia cars are
for charter for the use of prties.
A pleasant trip up the rver banks these sum-

mer afternoons may be made by stage to Chain
bridge. For this purpose coaches leave Aque-
duct bridge every two hours, and coaches may
also be hired for the use of picnic parsies.

Transfe of Neal Estate.
Deeds In fee have been fled as follows:

A. Gleason to D. B. Clark, pt. 14, sq. 347;
*2,900. Mary Julia Foertech to Susiannah Mor-
gan, lot1, sq. 42; 3-. 8. R. Bend to N. I.
Weller, pt. 20, sq. 858; 61,925. P. F. Cain to
G. T. Klipetein, sub 129, sq. 856; S,. Carrie
E. T. Knox to Joe. A. Goldstein, lot 2, sq. 1068;
*-. W. H. Fetter toW. Chamberlain. sub 81,
sq. 1008; 62,500. Annie L. Morris to Mary E.
Thompson, ~estate sub U, sq. 518; 6-. Jas.
H. Payne to carrie Merrick, premises 8166 Q
street; 6-. F. J. Shedd to James Ware, Pt.
68. sec. 8, Barry Farm; 6800. Z. B. Babbitt to
Harriet C. Stuart, sub 10, blk. 11, Trinidad;
0450. C. C. Duncanson to G. H. Armstrong,
pt. 9, blk. 16, Meridan Hill; 6-. W. W. Mat-
calf to same, pt. do.; 6-. 3. H. Soule to Mar-
tha E. Lowe, sub 14, sq. 214; 6- J1. A. Gold-
stein to A. Carry. lot 2, sq. 1068; 6-. C. B.
Moran to Catharine A. Carter. sub 848, so. 674;
01,300. RI. F. Miller to Caroline Miller.~lots S
and 4, sq. 314; 6-. Emma Poland to J. J.
Cavior, sub 127, sq. 856: 6-. Anna E. Cook to
B. E. Chook, pt. 8. sq. 823; 6-. T. H. Pickford
to Dora Kurintaki, lot 8, blk. 10, Blooming-
dale: 6-. S. Biebe* to 8. Oppenheimer, lot 1,
sq. 951; 6-. RI. Duvall to Marshall N. Smith,
lot 8, Friendship; 0-. C. V. Troti to M. Roche,
subs 1 and 4; 0'.800. R. Fendall to Catharine
Morfis, lot 9, sq. 589; 6-. L. Kiasner to John
A. Schaefer. lot 15 and parte 14 and 16, sq. 469;
6--. J7. A. Schaefer to L. Kssner, same prop-
erty; 6--. B. Lee to F. Schroth, sub 42, sq.
878; 0-. F. A. Harahman to F. Schroth, part
41, sq. 873; *2,000. WV. R. Bucker to J. P.
Ryan, part 9, sq. 42; 61.100. A. Archer to W.
A. H. Church, subs 77 and 79, eg. 803; 6-. J.
8. Edwards et aL. to L. W. Ritchie, lot 2, sq.
658; lot 8, sq. 667; 61,102.85, 3. F. Scagga to
S. Oppenheimer, part 6. sq. 766; $4,622.40.

Elopement Ended in a Tragedy.
Balph Drake of Columbus, Ind., on Thurs-

day fatally shot and killed Mrs. Ida Ward,
who had deserted her husband and home for
him. Drake then put a bullet into his own

THE NEW CATHEDRAL
Biuhop PArMt Say That There i
Every Bemon for Encouragement
HOPEFUL OF FULL SUCCESS.

Aearnmuonet er the Dfieesa. Caiveniles
mss ittmewe - XnMaese or 1eeMt lansess
C6siered-The Eideut Dispute etted-
Wshingtm NWtU to Slnse the mad
Minung.

In an address before the Maryland dleoan=
convention yesterday at Balim.re Bishop Paret
aid that the adeirs relating to the propesed

cathedral In Washington were prospering, and
that there is every reason for en=ouraesm.t
"Temporary Incompleteness in some business
detils," he soM, "ad the slow carefulness so

absolutely necessary at the beginning of large
undertekbngs have forbidden ay definite state-
ments. I me onlysay that so soon as its a be
wisely dote full information wil be given. aad
meantlmelean givetheassurance that these who
are moe Immediately ative are very hopetul
of full suoces."

2a 9T. KAnohnmO cuno2 2o unra.
Considerable time was taken up in the dis-

sussion of the St. Margaret's Church trouble.
Mr. Wi. A. Meloy, who hsd the door when
convention adjourned on Thuresday night,
resumed speaking shortly after the body as-
sembled yesterday morning. He made an
argument against the position taken by the
Ridout faction. and submitted a conciliatory
amendment to the resolution offered Thursday
night by Mr. Wmn. D. Baldwin, which provided
for the neating of Mr. H. . Bidout as lay dele-
gate from St. Margaret's.

Mr. J. H. Logie offered a substitute for the
whole, which provided that convention take no
action, but leave the whole matter in the hands
of Bishop Paret. This was tabled and
Mr. Baldwin's resolution as amended was

Tswas done after an assuraneefromBishopParet that this action would be agreeable to
Dr. Spencer, rector of St. Margaret's, and Mr.
Tate. the lay delegate elected by the Spencerfaction. The matter will probably be amicablyadjusted. Mr. Ridout was not present at the
closing session of the convention.
Rev. Arthur Chilton Powell of the committee

appointed to confer with a committee from the
diocese of Easton with reference to the rights
of rectors and vestries reported that theythought no change was necessary in the vestry
act and that no canonical action on the matter
is desirable.

" The canon law of the church," Mr. Powell
said. "expressly indicates that no one shall be
counted a 'settled minister' unless he be called
either permanently, according to the rules of
the diocese, or for a period of not less than one
year. It is therefore necessary that all calls to a
pa oral relation should be made in such del-
nite form as to exclude the possibility of mis-
understanding.
"Under those conditions It is within the rightsof a parish or vestry to call a minister who Shall

be entitled to the privileges of a 'settled minis-
ter,' and to limit the relation if both partiesshall so consent when the call is made to the
term of one year; and there might be excep-
tional cases where something like this might be
desirable; but neither people nor clergy would
be willing to do dishonor to the sacred omoe
which would result from making such a call the
general usage of the diocese. It would abso-
lutely exclude all idea or probability of perma-
nent work or permanent home from the clergy-man's life. In every other state and diocese
the church law prevails and clergymen of use-
ful character, of good standing, would be slow
to relinquish their posts in other dioceses and
come to this, the security given would be so
much less."
To avoid this condition of affairs, and also to

avoid a conflict of the civil law, he suggested a
form for calling rectors. in which it is pro-vided that the rectorihip shall continue until
dissolved by mutual consent or by the arbitra-
tion and decision of the eoclsulastical authority
of the diocese. This was adopted.

Rev. Dr. Randolph H. McKim, chairman of
the committee appointed to consider the pro-visions of the vestry act of 1798, made a reportrecommending that a committee of two clergy-
men and three laymen be appointed to compileand explain the law question. This was done.
At Dr. McKim's suggestion a resolution was
adopted providing that no one shall be elected
a member of a vestry who is not a member of
the Protestant Episcopal Church, either by
baptism, confirmation or admisin to the holy
communion.

LOCAL XATrans.
The parish of St. Stephen's, Mount Pleasant,

was admitted into union with the convention.
The petition for the creation of a new parish
from a portion of St. Paul's and St. John's
parishes of this city, to be known as the parish
of St. Michael's andAll Angels,wasgranted.
Consent was given to the formation of a new

parish, to be known as All Saints' parish, from
the southern portion of King and Queen parish
of St. Mary's county. The boundaries of tilver
Spring and Rock Creek parishes, in the District
of Columbia, were changed by attaching to the
southern portion of Silver Spring varish the
northern portion of Rock Creek paris, so as to
make Silver Spring embrace Takoma Park and
itsi vicinity.
The convention did not stop work for

lunchcon, but pushed ahead, so as to finish up
its business and reach an adjournmhent before
night. In this It succeeded and decided tomeet
again next year in Emmanuel Church.

wAsnIKoToN PnOwoeaD.
An effort was made to have the convention

come to Washington for its 18t sesion. but
the majority of those present when the mat-
ter was considered preferred to meet in Balti-
more.
Just before the convention closed 'Bishop

Perot made a short address, in which he criti-
cised the slender attendance in the closing
hours of the ession ad referred to the in-

-nt work that had boon done, particu-ly7 that in relation to the canone of the
diocese.

"'This," he said, "has often led people of
other religious bellef. to remark that the chief
work of our convention seems to be tinkering
with our laws. AndlIam glad this isso. Ilam
glad that we have nothing more serious to en-
gage our time. I thank God for the peace of
the church; that we have no one to accuse of
heresy or topplace before us as the exponent of
dangerous doctrines, threatening the peace or
the life of the church. We are harmonlous.
Representatives of all schools of thought in our
church work together in our contentions.I
am glad we do not have to call into our oun-
oils some quasi-political authority from over
the water to sttle differences that we cannot
settle ourselves."

warrr.D co...e..
At the suggestion of Dr. J. I. Purcell. chair-

men of the committee appointed to take into
oaideration that part of Bishop Paret's ad-
dress with reference to Warfield, trustees were
elected to act in conjunction with the bishop In
organizin the college.
Ths cee was provided for by abeus of

the late Miss Susanna Warfield of (arl
county. An effort had been made to have the
corporation of the College of St. James unte
with the trustees of the Warfiold bequest and to
establish the "Warfield College of St. James" at
Sykesville, selling the present St. James Col-
lege property and socupting the propetyleft
by Miss War~old and erecting new buildings.
This proposition the St. James College trustees

accdnteept.
The trustees elected were Rev. Arthur Chiton

Powell, Rev. Win. A. Coals, Rev. R. H. Paine,
Messrs. Joseph Packard, Jr., H. Irvine Ieyesr
and Lloyd Lowndee.
The convention ordered that ertain silver

ware bequeathed to the diocses by Miss susanne
Wardold be returned to her relatives, to whomait had been given during her lifetime.
A committee to consist of two clergymen end

three-la en, to look after the interests of the
accumulting episcopal fund, was ordered ad
will be appointed later by Bishop Paret.
Rev. Dr. George A. Loakin received the

unanimous congratulations of the convention
upon completing a half century in the min-

ecommittee on religious instruction worn
authorised to act as the auxiliary of the Prayer
Book Society of the General Assembly.

Amnerican Physiclans.
The Association of American Physicians held

its eighth annual meeting this week at Wash-
ington under the presidency of Dr. Alfred L.
Loomis of New York. At the concluding ss-
sion, held Thursday morning, the followingoffeers were elected for the ensuing year:
President, Dr. K. H. Pits of Boston; vicerpreli-dent, William Osler of Baltimore; recore,LMinis Hays of Philadelphia; ecretar, Henry
Hun of Albany; treasurer, W. W. Johnston of
Washingtn;con=llr-, John j. Museer ofPhia'elhi; representative on executive com-
mittee ofcongress of American physicla=e and
surgeons, Win. H. Welsh of Baltimsore; alter-
nate rpsni.atie. A. ar..o ..ew.ee-

TRZ SOLAUOKZT3E.

A New NanilestAzaremiesl Insbmann
That Win Prove vluable.

1T WILL AM EN PRast2Ne WanossjzLVeDs
AT s=A-rre nOs NKM.AIRa 33o T=E NA-
TrONAL enooPMarMC SOC3Tr BY LIEr?. naan-
LEl-OTEEE NTER~STrrno PAPAUU BEAn,

The eighty-third regular meeting of the Na-
tional Geographio bociety was held lest even-
ing in the assembly room of the nosmos Club.
It was the lent meeting of the samao, and
called forth an atendance that cosmfostMy
filled the lecture room and that listened with
Interest to the various papers read. There
were three of theme, the Art being by 'Idet.
W. H. eshie, U. L N., on the subject of the
.olarometer, a new nautical asronomal in-
strumenut for determining the position at a

@hip at sa.
The solarometer in an imtrument which will

accomplish this result by observations of
heavenly bodies day and nmight. whenever visi-
ble in the sky, and without any elaborate cal-
oulations.
The problems of nautical astronomy are

.solved mechanically, and by comparing the re-
sults of any obeervation withcoepodn
computed values of declnatn latitu. hour
angle and azimuth, in the enlarged book of
azimuth tables to be Pubiehed, the observer
haositive proof of th absolute accurey of
his oleration.
Clouds will of course render heavenly bodies

invisible to the solarometer as well as to the
aexnlut, but it is rare that even for twenty-four
hours thit a star is not visible for a few mo-
meats, and w henever the sun, moon or anybright star may be viddle for even a short time
observationsmay be made with the solarzmeter;whereas with a sextant it is necom=rv to have
the mn visible twice, once for latitudernear the
meridian and once or twice for time when eat
or west of observer.
During foggy weather it frequently Pppeasthat the sun ts quite plainly visible ha skywhile the horizon is obscured and the extant

of no use. The solarometer will, however, be
specially valuable in just much emergency, and
in the vicinity of the coast it will obviate much
loin of life and property new wreck because
of bad navigation.

ANNUAL LOsnAS By WIC.
The United States hidrographio oficos re-

oently published a wreck ehart, on prhich it is
stated that there is an annual los of 2.172 ve-
els with 12,000 lives, and a mose value of
*100,000.00. From a careful eeate of the
causes of this los it is safe to scazibe at least
10 per cent to bad navigation, whieh an instre-
meat line the solarometer in genemst ume would
have obviated. Ten per cent of the total loss
means as stated to be over 200 vessels, 1,0
lives and Si0,000,000 of property.
The value of the instrument, hewever. is not

confined to the determination of a vomels
exact position and compass error at all hours
of the day or night, whenever anything san be
seen in the sky, but this aecurate result Inei-
dentally enables vessels to steer In exact t
circle routes and keep the adopted a
ocenic routes with the certainty of a ralmad
train. Time, coal and money will be saved byennbling steamers to keep on the most disset
and shortest routes to their ports.Veesels traveling back and forth over the
same routes for long periods will necessardly beable to ascertain valuable information in regardto the strength and direction of the ocean our-
rents. Rhoals. wrecks and other ddngersin
the navigation can be more definitelyand aoon-
rately located, and many dangers. such as der-
efatt, &c., can be so accurately located that
there would be no difficulty in fading and se-
curing them promptly.The location of dangers, &c., is at once an
evidence of the value of the solarometer for
marine surveying or surveying on shore, since
observations can be taken at any time anythingis visible in the sky. and since the observer I-
positively certain every time he gae an obser-ration of the correctness of his results. it is
evident that thesolarometer willbe.of the great-.eat value in surveying.

onconRArc rEATuas or Taxas.
Mr. Robert T. Hill read a camfully preparedi

paper on the geographic features of Texas. He
began by speaking of the immumne area of the
state giving as a specimen statement that the
distance acroes the state was as great as from
here to Chicago. It is at the amae tisa a
humid and an arid state, mountainous and
level, forest and prairie, in tact, all kinds of a
state, but a northern stae. Mr. Hall spche of
the various sociological conditions existing in
the differen t parts of the state ewing to be im-
SOase sin and varied naburs. All the variousebaraeteristics of the vaienas portions of the
eountry are to be noticed as extending Into
'leas, but notwithstanding this the state has a
character of its own that accounts for its pro-
vinciality. Even it it were not for the Indian
territo the Washeta mountain range wouldeffect y separate Tela from Kansas and an
immense arid region divides it from Arizona, so
that the state of Texas retains ies own per-sonality. This it is likely to keep when one re-
members that a Texan can travel for two days
is a train and still be within the confines of his
own state. As a result of this he is likely notto get too neighborly with the citizens of other
states.
Mr. Hill went on to tel of the Immense

resources of the state of Texas dependent uponthe varying character of the soils, otton, wheatand grazing lands. He described the chap-paral, the part of the country that is all grownup with mesquite and every conceivable form
of thorn-bearing growth. This country he
called the natural home and hiding plae of
revolutione, for it is here that all the renegades
and outlaws from both aides of the Rio Grande
take refuge, and It is here that moest of the rev-
olutions that seek to overthrow the Mexican
government are fomented. It is a wondefully
good eontry for raising cattle, however, whiekfihceh poor In flesh and rich In horn, are notel
for thir fecundity and rapid growth. These
longhorns are driven nthand mixed with
herds of better breed. The ranches that.dos
the country are many of them of Ime...n,
some of thsn covering as much as nine hude
square miles. They are jealously guarded byarmed men and many of the ranch houses are
like fortified eaqtles, even gngto the extent
of being guarded by cannon, thogh these are
rather rare and are the survival of an oldar and
ruder day.

Tsa TatrawS'roNE PAR.
An interesting paper was presented by Mr.

Henry Gannett and Mr. Walter Harvey Weed
on the subject of the Yellowstone N=anal
Park. The paper treated of the park In the
early days before the advent of the railroad
and the personally conducted party and when
settlements were a hundred miles apart, The
park and all its wonders were miessd by the
early settlers. Lewis and Clarke passed to the
north of it and others went all around it, but
not into i. The reason for this was mie.
The country isa high-weeded region wit a
forbidding climate, for It is always either winter
or late in the fall there,
In the early days when there was little known

of the park there were amany romantic aa
told about i, for the most part tinged wit the
supernatuaLYet It is known that more than
one white man saw the park long before anyrecord of it exists, The early trappers, notablyold Jim Bidgsr, told many marvelous tales
about the country, and an 1689 two trapperswent entirely through the prAs a result otthe stories they toid of terexperiences an ex-
pedition was made up the following year and
the results of their diecoverias attraeteda griatdeal of attention. In 1672, assa reeult of a sub-
sequent expedition, Congress made provisionfor the establishment of a national rservation
In this wonderful country. Mr. Gannett made
a trip to the park in 1672 and aai six years
later, when he was In charge of a prythat was
engaged in making a man of perk. The
paper hat night that he read was an Interesting
account of the hardships and pleasures of eamplife In the park in the early days.

Only Fifteen isas Tiet Tinme.
Rebecca Tait, a middle-aged womain, whose

name appears on many pages of the Polie
Court dockete, was in Judge Kimballs court
today on a charge of vagrancy after an absnce=
from the city for several amonths. She was
under the influence of liquor when Policean
Flathers found her on harylend avenue hat
night.

"'What were you doing on Maryland saulast night?" the judge asked her.
"I was looking for a man to move my furni-

ture," was her response. "I had just comefrom down the river, and my furniture was at
the wharf."
'Hare you soon her before during the pastfew weeks?" asked the court.
"No, sir."
"Then," maid the judge to the prisoner, ''you

can have fifteen days this tame, and the next
time you come here the sntence wDil be in-
crasd."

Funeral et John Dever.
The funeral services over the remains et the

late John Rover were held yesterday amorni'ng
at St. Aloysius Churcb. High mass was cele
brated, and Father Lynch delivered an address,
in which he spoke of the sterling qualities of
the dece--d. Mr. Rover was one of the old
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